ANNUAL 


report 


for  the  Year  1897. 
to  the 

LEYBURN  RURAL  DISTRICT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  my  report  for 
the  year  1896.  I  ought  to  have  done  this  at  your  last 

meeting,  but  was  not  prepared  to  do  so.  This  is  the 
twenty-first  report  I  have  had  to  present.  With  it  I 
lay  before  you  the  Tabular  Statements  of  Births  and  Deaths 
in  each  Township,  compiled  from  the  Monthly  returns  from 
the  two  Registrars.  I  wish  the  Members  of  the  Board 
would  look  more  into  them,  as  it  would  enable  them  to  see 
what  was  going  on  in  each  Township,  and  what  diseases 
were  prevalent. 

The  year  has  been  a  most  healthy  one,  and  genial  one, 
consequently  the  deaths,  especially  among  old  people,  was 
lower  than  usual.  The  early  months  were  mild.  The 
first  part  of  the  year  was  very  dry,  but  we  did  not  suffer 
from  Drought  as  in  many  places,  and  the  death-rate  con¬ 
tinued  low.  After  July  the  weather  became  very  wet,  and 
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the  death-rate  rose  at  once.  August  with  ten  deaths, 
and  October  with  eleven  deaths  being  the  highest  rate 
recorded.  Although  we  had  so  much  rain  in  the  autumn, 
the  rainfall  was  not  above  the  average.  As  winter  ad¬ 
vanced  the  death-rate  continued  low.  No  death  was  caused 
by  Influenza  directly,  but  this  disease  has  left  its  mark 
on  the  district.  A  few  cases  have  occurred  during  the 
year.  Six  Inquests  were  held  during  the  year.  In  no 
case  was  death  due  to  preventable  cause. 

Scarlatina  in  a  mild  form  was  found  occasionally I 
Middleham  had  five, Hornby  three,  Harmby  one,  Caldbergh 
three,  and  Redmire  one.  All  were  mild,  and  the  disease 
did  not  spread.  Only  one  case  of  Typhoid  was  reported, 
viz!  at  Leyburn.  This  was  in  a  house  much  over-crowded... 
No  deaths  or  cases  of  Diphtheria  came  under  notice. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  six  deaths.  Heart  disease  was 
returned  as  the  cause  of  nine  deaths.  Much  above  the 

average.  Eleven  deaths  were  caused  by  Bronchitis  and 
diseases  of  the  Chest,  being  two  more  than  the  previous 
year.  Measles  and  Whooping  cough  appeared  in  different 
parts  of  the  district,  but  both  were  in  a  very  mild  form. 
Three  deaths  occurred  from  Diarrhoea.  One  in  the  case 

of  an  Infant.  This  disease  as  a  rule  was  not  so  preva- 
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lent  as  usual.  Two  deaths  occurred  after  Confinement, 

which  I  am  always  sorry  to  report.  The  other  deaths  do 
not  call  for  any  remark.  Twenty-five  deaths  were  reported 
over  seventy  years  of  age,  and  eight  over  eighty  years. 
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As  I  have  said  the  death  rate  was  lower  considerably  than 
for  some  years.  The  number  was  eighty-one,  giving  a 
rate  of  a  little  over  11  per  1000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
>  lation,  as  against  15  per  1000  in  1895. 

The  Birth-rate  increased  considerably,  being  over 
22  per  1000,  as  against  20  per  1000  in  1895.  I  think 
these  figures  give  a  good  average,  especially  as  thirty- 
three  people  lived  to  be  over  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
one  stranger  came  into  the  district  to  die. 

The  Sanitary  state  of  the  district  has  continued 
good.  Few  nuisances  have  been  complained  of,  and  your 
Sanitary  Officer  is  always  willing  to  bring  before  you 
anything  calling  for  particular  attention.  I  think  you 
have  been  well  posted  up  in  what  has  been  done  in  the 
district . 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Leyburn  Water  Supply  is 
abundant  and  good.  Spennithorne  has  been  well  supplied. 
Harmby  is  on  the  way  to  a  good  supply.  Linghall  is  the 
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only  place  I  have  to  complain  of.  Practically  it  was 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  without  any  regular 
supply.  I  should  like  something  to  be  done  here.  The 
drainage  at  East  Witton  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  accom¬ 
plished,  and  I  hope  will  be  satisfactory.  This  question 
of  village  drainage  is  coming  more  and  more  to  the  front, 
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and  I  am  afraid  will  be  the  cause  of  great  expense  soon. 
It  often  happens  that  a  system  of  drainage  is  forced  upon 
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a  place  by  one  or  two  persons  who  perhaps  have  a  little 
interest  in  the  place. 

On  the  whole  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  year  has 

been  a  good  one. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  R.  METCAUFE.  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ley burn, 

March  2nd.  1897. 
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